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How we decide our transport 
priorities
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Predict and Provide
• Model behaviour based on the past

• Provide more of the same to accommodate growth
oBut make it bigger, stronger, faster and more ‘resilient’?
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Decide and Provide
• Decide the desirable outcome

• Provide the necessary infrastructure to deliver the best outcomes
oBut what are the outcomes?
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How much do we spend
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Transport spending

https://www.great
erauckland.org.nz/
2024/03/05/the-
governments-
ideological-
transport-policy/ 
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Government funding

https://www.greaterauc
kland.org.nz/2024/03/0
5/the-governments-
ideological-transport-
policy/ 
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Spending 2024

https://www.infometrics.co.nz/article/2024-09-a-tricky-investment-landscape 

https://www.infometrics.co.nz/article/2024-09-a-tricky-investment-landscape
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NLTP revenue & investment flows
2024-2027

https://www.greaterauckland.org.nz/2024/09/03/nltp-2024-released-
destroying-pipeline-of-shovel-ready-local-projects/ 

Revenue source Total 
(billions)

% of total

Road users (FED, RUC and 
rego)

$13.7 42%
Crown funding & financing $12.83 39%
Local government share 
(predominantly rates)

$5.80 18%
Other (e.g. tolling, 
property, TUC)

$0.60 2%
Total 2024-27 $32.93

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/planning-and-investment/nltp/2024/docs/2024-
27-national-land-transport-programme.pdf 

https://www.greaterauckland.org.nz/2024/09/03/nltp-2024-released-destroying-pipeline-of-shovel-ready-local-projects/
https://www.greaterauckland.org.nz/2024/09/03/nltp-2024-released-destroying-pipeline-of-shovel-ready-local-projects/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/planning-and-investment/nltp/2024/docs/2024-27-national-land-transport-programme.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/planning-and-investment/nltp/2024/docs/2024-27-national-land-transport-programme.pdf
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Govt priorities
• Its about improving the efficiency of the network

• TVNZ - Real cost of Govt back-pedalling on cycleway investments 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAZrlWCo1zw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAZrlWCo1zw
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Potholes
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https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-
annual-statistics/sheet/speed 

https://abley.com/abley-insights/are-potholes-really-the-problem/ 

Speed

https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-annual-statistics/sheet/speed
https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-annual-statistics/sheet/speed
https://abley.com/abley-insights/are-potholes-really-the-problem/
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The value of potholes?



Classification: In-Confidence

Fast and direct may not deliver 
all outcomes
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Roads
RoNS and RoRS
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What does buildings new roads 
do?
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Speed
Speed limit increases
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/speed-limits-unsafe-on-nearly-
all-nz-roads-says-nz-transport-agencys-mega-maps-planning-
guide/NZ2W3QYQ64FNZIWMKAS5OPRUKM/speed 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/speed-limits-unsafe-on-nearly-all-nz-roads-says-nz-transport-agencys-mega-maps-planning-guide/NZ2W3QYQ64FNZIWMKAS5OPRUKM/speed
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/speed-limits-unsafe-on-nearly-all-nz-roads-says-nz-transport-agencys-mega-maps-planning-guide/NZ2W3QYQ64FNZIWMKAS5OPRUKM/speed
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/speed-limits-unsafe-on-nearly-all-nz-roads-says-nz-transport-agencys-mega-maps-planning-guide/NZ2W3QYQ64FNZIWMKAS5OPRUKM/speed
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/441136/move-to-cut-speed-limits-aimed-at-keeping-
tamariki-safer-near-schools-transport-minister-says
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/transport-minister-simeon-
brown-announces-blanket-speed-limits-
dropped/CG5J6W3PTVGYXEFNTIA3XHGXRQ/
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https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/09/07/risky-expensive-and-confusing-councils-challenge-governments-proposed-speed-
limit-changes/
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https://newsroom.co.nz/2024/09/27/truckies-say-higher-
speed-limits-wont-boost-freight-efficiency/
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/532196/moving-back-speed-limits-
new-school-signage-may-cost-25m-at 
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/540320/group-on-collision-course-with-government-
over-appalling-move-to-higher-speeds
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/541258/government-
backpedals-on-some-automatic-speed-reversals-says-
consultation-now-possible
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Cycling

• We’ve had a government that’s tried to slow people down, 
take lanes away for cycleways, and that’s clogging up our 
cities”

• In Auckland … the vast majority of people get around in their 
cars, ….. their time is important”

• “Look I’m sure it would be better for me but ultimately at the 
same time I’ve got to get to places quickly and efficiently." 

• “I choose to drive a car and get where I need to go quickly 
because my time is important.” 

• In reference to health benefits “go to a gym”

• “There is a place for cycleways” -  [But no new money]
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Slower might not be bad
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shows how a move to slow down will - perhaps 
surprisingly - increase accessibility to the city 
services and activities that support healthy, 
sustainable lives and cities.
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Climate change
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https://consult.transport.govt.nz/policy/setting-of-speed-limits-2024-
consultation/user_uploads/setting-of-speed-limits-2024---consultation-document.pdf 

https://consult.transport.govt.nz/policy/setting-of-speed-limits-2024-consultation/user_uploads/setting-of-speed-limits-2024---consultation-document.pdf
https://consult.transport.govt.nz/policy/setting-of-speed-limits-2024-consultation/user_uploads/setting-of-speed-limits-2024---consultation-document.pdf


Classification: In-Confidence

Total fleet

https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-
insights/fleet-statistics/monthly-mv-fleet/ 

https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/fleet-statistics/monthly-mv-fleet/
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https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/fleet-
statistics/light-motor-vehicle-registrations/ 

Electric/Hybrid
 - new registrations

https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/fleet-statistics/light-motor-vehicle-registrations/
https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/fleet-statistics/light-motor-vehicle-registrations/
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EVs etc

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/business/537245/end-of-clean-
car-discount-road-user-charges-see-ev-sales-decline
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Climate change

https://newsroom.co.nz/2023/12/17/government-quietly-defunds-transport-climate-work/
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EVs etc
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/election-2023-live-nationals-christopher-luxon-
announces-new-electric-vehicle-policy-labour-reveals-economic-
plan/VTKTRYBXMFGNFD654LCVEYJE5A/ 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news/360517582/nationals-quiet-
u-turn-247m-ev-charger-pledge

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/election-2023-live-nationals-christopher-luxon-announces-new-electric-vehicle-policy-labour-reveals-economic-plan/VTKTRYBXMFGNFD654LCVEYJE5A/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/election-2023-live-nationals-christopher-luxon-announces-new-electric-vehicle-policy-labour-reveals-economic-plan/VTKTRYBXMFGNFD654LCVEYJE5A/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/election-2023-live-nationals-christopher-luxon-announces-new-electric-vehicle-policy-labour-reveals-economic-plan/VTKTRYBXMFGNFD654LCVEYJE5A/
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102224
https://theconversation.com/cycling-is-ten-times-more-important-than-electric-cars-for-reaching-net-zero-cities-157163

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102224
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102224
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A funny story

https://www.bbc.com/news/u
k-england-bristol-64264251 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2
023/jan/19/spoof-billboard-ads-take-aim-at-
bmw-and-toyota-over-going-green-claims 

Technical Director, 
Toyota Indonesia

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-bristol-64264251
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-bristol-64264251
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/19/spoof-billboard-ads-take-aim-at-bmw-and-toyota-over-going-green-claims
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/19/spoof-billboard-ads-take-aim-at-bmw-and-toyota-over-going-green-claims
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/19/spoof-billboard-ads-take-aim-at-bmw-and-toyota-over-going-green-claims
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Thanks
Simon Kingham

Ahorangi | Professor

Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury

simon.kingham@canterbury.ac.nz

mailto:simon.kingham@canterbury.ac.nz
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